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Berean InformationHead, Heart and Hands
emember the children’s poem, “Going on a 

Bear Hunt”? We learned it in camp or Vaca-
tion Bible School—an “echo” song with silly 
actions, where we followed the leader through tall 
grass and thick mud to �nd a bear . . . and then we 
ran back home to hide under the covers. Bear hunts 
were fun! 

Remember Hide and Seek? When my kids were 
young, they’d “hide” by just closing their eyes. If 
they couldn’t see me, then I couldn’t see them, they 
reasoned. There they’d stand, clearly visible, 
“hiding” in the middle of the hallway, with their 
eyes shut tight. They weren’t very hard to �nd. 
There’s something exciting about going on a 
hunt—about looking for a treasure. The thrill is in 
the hunt, and the reward is in the discovery. The 
apostle Paul knew this to be true—not just for 
children, but for followers of Christ. 

The Christian life entails a childlike faith, an exhila-
rating pursuit, a lasting treasure. Speaking about 
the Christians in Laodicea, Paul wrote to the church 
in Colos sae, “My goal is that they may be encour-
aged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 
2:2, 3). Paul’s greatest wish—for himself (Philippi-
ans 3:10) and for others—was to know Christ. Paul 
said that, more than anything, knowing Christ is a 
treasure hunt worth pursuing. 

How to Hunt

The thrill is in the hunt . . . and the reward is in the 
discovery. Seeking such a treasure—knowing 
Christ himself—will take every part of us: our 
heads, our hearts, and our hands. 

Search Out: A Mind to Know Christ 

My son Nathan has always been on a quest to know 
more. An academic by nature, Nathan has read 
more in his two decades of life than I have in my 
more-than-four. A junior at Ozark Christian College, 
Nathan reads theologians, desert fathers, philoso-

phers, Bible commentators, and, most of all by far, 
the Bible. Having a mind to know Christ requires 
dedicated, disciplined Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. OCC has always taught “the Word of 
Christ in the Spirit of Christ,” and as Nathan searches 
out truth in the Bible, he searches out Christ 
himself. Day by day, Nathan learns more about the 
Christ he loves, and the thrill is in the hunt. As he 
“asks, seeks, and knocks,” he discovers that Jesus 
wants to give “so much more” than he can imagine 
(Luke 11:9-13). 

Of course, those of us who aren’t Bible college 
scholars can still search out Christ through his 
Word. Through diligent Bible study, we can know 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that 
are ours in Christ. Maybe it’s a daily Bible reading 
plan, or a long-term Scripture memory project, or 
journaling through a book of the Bible, prayerfully 
asking the Lord to reveal truth as we go. In whatev-
er method we seek to learn “the Word of Christ in 
the Spirit of Christ,” the thrill is in the hunt! 

Uncover: A Heart to Love Christ 

On our treasure hunt, we’ll uncover riches—unfath-
omable, untold treasures that are ours in Christ. 
What abundant life, what deep love, what insur-
mountable power, what inexpressible joy he has for 
us. The more we search out, the more we’ll uncover 
these eternal treasures. 

My middle daughter, Anne, has always been a 
kind-hearted, compassionate “feeler.” Anne’s 
strength is her heart, and she loves deeply. Anne 
doesn’t just “have friends.” She nurtures lasting 
relationships. In May, Anne graduated from high 
school, and for the past few months, I’ve been in a 
mom-panic, trying to cram important last lessons 
into her �nal few days at home. Can she do laun-
dry? Yes. Make her bed? Check. Follow a budget? 
Well, she knows how, at least. But while all those 
tasks certainly have a place, there’s only one thing 
she needs for true life: the person of Jesus Christ. 

More than anything, I want Anne’s strong heart to 
love Jesus. To cling to him, to love him, to know him 
as the most faithful friend, the sweetest Savior, the 
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Rmost loving Lord.  When we have hearts to love Christ, 
we will uncover the “full riches” found only in him. We’ll 
come to know Jesus, not because it’s the dutiful obliga-
tion of a Christian, but because we’re in a loving 
relationship with him. We’ll �nd that “whoever comes 
to [Jesus] will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in [him] will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). We’ll know 
that the truest, most lasting treasures— life, peace, joy, 
identity, satisfaction, purpose, and more—are found in 
Christ alone. 

Apply: Hands to Serve Like Christ 

A third step in our treasure hunt to know Christ is appli-
cation—not just hearing about Christ, or even experi-
encing his love, but putting his truth into practice. We 
never look more like Christ than when we serve, it’s the 
whole reason Jesus came (Mark 10:45) and we’ll never 
come to know him better than when we follow his 
example in service. 

My daughter, Molly, has hands to serve. As a young 
child, she carried out her household chores with 
diligence. In middle school, Molly spearheaded a book 
drive for our local Ronald McDonald House. Now as a 
high school student, she leads worship each week in 
her school’s Christian club and at church, and she men-
tors a group of 5th grade girls. Molly doesn’t just hear 
the words of Jesus. She puts them into practice, and 
the result is the treasure of knowing the wisdom of 
Christ (Matthew 7:24). 

Service—action—may be the most frequently for 
gotten aspect of the hunt. It’s easy enough to search 
out Christ with our minds, and to uncover his riches 
with our hearts, but applying his words with our hands 
is hard work. Serving like Christ requires perseverance, 
humility, and sacri�ce. Even though service requires a 
lot, the reward of knowing Jesus through it makes our 
labor light. 

But Why a Hunt? Treasure hunts are exciting, but some-
times . . . we’d rather not go on a hunt at all. Truthfully, 
at times, I’d prefer that the treasure just stand in plain 
sight, in the middle of the hallway, rather than having 
to look for it. When it comes to knowing Christ—to 
discovering the mystery of God in Jesus—why does it 
have to be a hunt at all? Wouldn’t it be easier if God 
would just reveal himself to us, rather than make us 
search for him? 

Answer: because faith comes in the pursuit. Faith is 
found in the hunt, and trust is built in the search. If all 
the answers were handed to us—if all the mysteries 
revealed—then faith wouldn’t be necessary . . . and 
faith is what pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 

Jesus said, “The one who believes has eternal life” (John 
6:47). In other words, the thrill is in the hunt—what 
faith! And the reward, the abundant, eternal life that 
comes from knowing Christ, is in the discovery. 

Check out www.lookoutmag.com for more articles!
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3:1-2).  Although Christ lives in the carnal person’s life, 
the Holy Spirit is not allowed to direct it. Instead the 
person remains in control.

We can be continually empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
The abundant Christian life is the Christ-directed life by 
which Christ lives his life in and through us in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We can be �lled with the Holy 
Spirit only by faith, by trusting God to produce in us the 
fruitful life he promised.

If you �nd that you have retaken control of your life 
through sin – any de�nite act of disobedience – simply 
breathe spiritually (exhale the impure and inhale the 
pure). This important exercise will enable you to 
continue to experience Crist’s loving control in your life 
throughout each day.

Spiritual breathing is a lifelong process. How do we 
follow the command to “be �lled with the Spirit”  (Eph. 
5:18) and how does it a�ect our daily life? We can 
picture our life as being a car; when we invite Jesus 
Christ into our life, he comes in and takes the driver’s 
seat.  He is the best driver and he knows the way. 

But time and time again we think we know better, so 
we take back the wheel, we need to confess it and 
move over and let him have it back. “Because those 
who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” 

Exhale – confess all known sin.  “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Remember the 
three factors involved in confession: 1) Agree with God 
that you have sinned; 2) Thank God that he has already 
forgiven you; 3) Trust God to change your wrong 
attitudes and actions.

Inhale – claim by faith the fullness of the Spirit through: 
1) surrendering the control of your life to Christ and 2) 
trusting that he now directs and empowers you as you 
obey.

The Holy Spirit is our source of power.  As we trust Jesus 
Christ, God’s spirit will produce his character within us 
and empower us to be his witness.

The Elders Perspective
by paul hines

he Christian life isn’t a standard of perfor-
mance or a code of ethics, but vital personal 

relationship with a loving God. Just as our 
relationship with God is totally dependent on 

what God has done through Jesus Christ, so the 
power to live a dynamic Christian life also comes 
totally from God. Through our new identity in 
Christ, we have all we need to live as a new creation 
in Christ. But to do so, we must continually draw 
from the proper Source of power.

The Holy Spirit is the power source of the Christian 
life. The Holy Spirit is God which came to dwell in 
us, convict the world of sin and justice.

The Holy Spirit came to lead us into the truth, glori-
fy Christ, con�rms our relationship with God, and is 
the source of Christ like qualities in our life.

Not all Christians experience the Holy Spirit’s 
power. Although the Holy Spirit lives within all 
Christians, not all Christians are �lled or directed 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells 
us there are three kinds of people; the natural, spiri-
tual and carnal:

The natural person – those who have not trusted 
Christ’s death to pay for their sins and therefore, 
Christ does not live in them (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
The natural person directs his or her own life and 
sits in control.

The spiritual person – those who have trusted 
Christ as their Savior and are rusting in the Power of 
the Holy Spirit to live the Christian life. (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:15). The spiritual person has invited Christ 
into his or her life and has allowed him to take 
control through the Holy Spirit. This person there-
fore yields to Christ’s direction.

The carnal person – those who have trusted Christ 
to pay for their sins, but who are trusting their own 
e�orts to live the Christian life (carnal refers to 
“�esh or human strength” as opposed to “the 
Spirit”). A carnal Christian lives in the energy of the 
�esh, not in the power of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 

by Scott Ward

Roughin’ It 
A GUYS GUIDE

ou may have heard the saying “The only 
constant in life is change”, but by leaning on 

Christ we can weather and prosper through it!

Changes are constantly happening around us. Many 
times, they are small like the weather or sometimes 
signi�cant like what we are experiencing currently at 
Berean. We’ve been blessed for the last eleven years 
with Troy Humphrey, an excellent pastor, and his won-
derful family. It's impossible to say what the future 
holds for Berean, but one thing I know is that it will 
never be the same. In my home, we’ve also had a big 
change, welcoming a new family member nearly �ve 
months ago, and regardless of how you prepare and 
anticipate the birth of a child it still rocks the boat. I’m 
sure you have gone through many changes as well; 
marriages, births, departures, loss, sickness and mile-
stones.
 
The good news is we can take heart in knowing 
that while the world changes around us we 
have a steadfast rock to keep us 
grounded. I’m reminded of the song, “In 
Christ Alone” written by Keith Getty and 
Stewart Townsend. The �rst verse starts, “In 
Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my 
strength, my song. This Cornerstone, this solid 
ground, �rm through the �ercest drought and storm.”
 
This verse summarizes my thoughts perfectly. As believ-
ers, we can always rely on Christ to be the rock that we 
build our house on. Christ is a constant in our lives even 
though things may be turbulent around us. We are told 
this in Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” He is unwavering in our lives. He 
is the one we need to lean on when change rocks the 
boat. 

However, we shouldn’t seek to simply hunker down and 
take cover. Times of change always o�er great opportu-
nities that we should not run from. Instead we should 
push forward knowing that change cannot sway the 
stability of Christ. What then can we do when change is 
around the corner? 

Y
First, we can dive into the Word of God. Our understand-
ing of God’s Word helps guide us in both the di�cult 
changes we endure and the amazing changes we 
delight in. Through marriages, births, graduations, loss 
and su�ering the Word of God provides a fountain of 
wisdom and support. And we, as Bereans, should espe-
cially rejoice in reading and understanding the Word: 

“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by 
night to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into 
the synagogue of the Jews. Now these were more 
noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” 
(Acts 17:10-11) 

Second, we can reach out to God through prayer. In 
Philippians 4:6-7 Paul says, “Be anxious for noth-

ing, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 

comprehension, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Through prayer we can speak with the 
Father about our worries and troubles. We 

can lift praises to Him for the amazing things that 
have changed in our lives, and if we are still, we can feel 
His response.
  
Third, we can connect with each other for celebration 
and support. 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encour-
age one another and build up one another, just as you 
also are doing.”  And, Hebrews 10:24-25 says,  “and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 

Throughout the Bible we �nd words describing the 
importance of meeting together. The more often the 
better I would say. Change is all around us and constant-
ly a�ecting us, but if we rely on Christ, the Word, prayer 
and each other we can endure and celebrate through 
the changes this life brings us. 

“our

steadfast

rock

T
Our Source of Power...
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Berean InformationHead, Heart and Hands
emember the children’s poem, “Going on a 

Bear Hunt”? We learned it in camp or Vaca-
tion Bible School—an “echo” song with silly 
actions, where we followed the leader through tall 
grass and thick mud to �nd a bear . . . and then we 
ran back home to hide under the covers. Bear hunts 
were fun! 

Remember Hide and Seek? When my kids were 
young, they’d “hide” by just closing their eyes. If 
they couldn’t see me, then I couldn’t see them, they 
reasoned. There they’d stand, clearly visible, 
“hiding” in the middle of the hallway, with their 
eyes shut tight. They weren’t very hard to �nd. 
There’s something exciting about going on a 
hunt—about looking for a treasure. The thrill is in 
the hunt, and the reward is in the discovery. The 
apostle Paul knew this to be true—not just for 
children, but for followers of Christ. 

The Christian life entails a childlike faith, an exhila-
rating pursuit, a lasting treasure. Speaking about 
the Christians in Laodicea, Paul wrote to the church 
in Colos sae, “My goal is that they may be encour-
aged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 
2:2, 3). Paul’s greatest wish—for himself (Philippi-
ans 3:10) and for others—was to know Christ. Paul 
said that, more than anything, knowing Christ is a 
treasure hunt worth pursuing. 

How to Hunt

The thrill is in the hunt . . . and the reward is in the 
discovery. Seeking such a treasure—knowing 
Christ himself—will take every part of us: our 
heads, our hearts, and our hands. 

Search Out: A Mind to Know Christ 

My son Nathan has always been on a quest to know 
more. An academic by nature, Nathan has read 
more in his two decades of life than I have in my 
more-than-four. A junior at Ozark Christian College, 
Nathan reads theologians, desert fathers, philoso-

phers, Bible commentators, and, most of all by far, 
the Bible. Having a mind to know Christ requires 
dedicated, disciplined Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. OCC has always taught “the Word of 
Christ in the Spirit of Christ,” and as Nathan searches 
out truth in the Bible, he searches out Christ 
himself. Day by day, Nathan learns more about the 
Christ he loves, and the thrill is in the hunt. As he 
“asks, seeks, and knocks,” he discovers that Jesus 
wants to give “so much more” than he can imagine 
(Luke 11:9-13). 

Of course, those of us who aren’t Bible college 
scholars can still search out Christ through his 
Word. Through diligent Bible study, we can know 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that 
are ours in Christ. Maybe it’s a daily Bible reading 
plan, or a long-term Scripture memory project, or 
journaling through a book of the Bible, prayerfully 
asking the Lord to reveal truth as we go. In whatev-
er method we seek to learn “the Word of Christ in 
the Spirit of Christ,” the thrill is in the hunt! 

Uncover: A Heart to Love Christ 

On our treasure hunt, we’ll uncover riches—unfath-
omable, untold treasures that are ours in Christ. 
What abundant life, what deep love, what insur-
mountable power, what inexpressible joy he has for 
us. The more we search out, the more we’ll uncover 
these eternal treasures. 

My middle daughter, Anne, has always been a 
kind-hearted, compassionate “feeler.” Anne’s 
strength is her heart, and she loves deeply. Anne 
doesn’t just “have friends.” She nurtures lasting 
relationships. In May, Anne graduated from high 
school, and for the past few months, I’ve been in a 
mom-panic, trying to cram important last lessons 
into her �nal few days at home. Can she do laun-
dry? Yes. Make her bed? Check. Follow a budget? 
Well, she knows how, at least. But while all those 
tasks certainly have a place, there’s only one thing 
she needs for true life: the person of Jesus Christ. 

More than anything, I want Anne’s strong heart to 
love Jesus. To cling to him, to love him, to know him 
as the most faithful friend, the sweetest Savior, the 

The Lookout Magazine, 2019, Issue No. 08, July 21

Rmost loving Lord.  When we have hearts to love Christ, 
we will uncover the “full riches” found only in him. We’ll 
come to know Jesus, not because it’s the dutiful obliga-
tion of a Christian, but because we’re in a loving 
relationship with him. We’ll �nd that “whoever comes 
to [Jesus] will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in [him] will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). We’ll know 
that the truest, most lasting treasures— life, peace, joy, 
identity, satisfaction, purpose, and more—are found in 
Christ alone. 

Apply: Hands to Serve Like Christ 

A third step in our treasure hunt to know Christ is appli-
cation—not just hearing about Christ, or even experi-
encing his love, but putting his truth into practice. We 
never look more like Christ than when we serve, it’s the 
whole reason Jesus came (Mark 10:45) and we’ll never 
come to know him better than when we follow his 
example in service. 

My daughter, Molly, has hands to serve. As a young 
child, she carried out her household chores with 
diligence. In middle school, Molly spearheaded a book 
drive for our local Ronald McDonald House. Now as a 
high school student, she leads worship each week in 
her school’s Christian club and at church, and she men-
tors a group of 5th grade girls. Molly doesn’t just hear 
the words of Jesus. She puts them into practice, and 
the result is the treasure of knowing the wisdom of 
Christ (Matthew 7:24). 

Service—action—may be the most frequently for 
gotten aspect of the hunt. It’s easy enough to search 
out Christ with our minds, and to uncover his riches 
with our hearts, but applying his words with our hands 
is hard work. Serving like Christ requires perseverance, 
humility, and sacri�ce. Even though service requires a 
lot, the reward of knowing Jesus through it makes our 
labor light. 

But Why a Hunt? Treasure hunts are exciting, but some-
times . . . we’d rather not go on a hunt at all. Truthfully, 
at times, I’d prefer that the treasure just stand in plain 
sight, in the middle of the hallway, rather than having 
to look for it. When it comes to knowing Christ—to 
discovering the mystery of God in Jesus—why does it 
have to be a hunt at all? Wouldn’t it be easier if God 
would just reveal himself to us, rather than make us 
search for him? 

Answer: because faith comes in the pursuit. Faith is 
found in the hunt, and trust is built in the search. If all 
the answers were handed to us—if all the mysteries 
revealed—then faith wouldn’t be necessary . . . and 
faith is what pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 

Jesus said, “The one who believes has eternal life” (John 
6:47). In other words, the thrill is in the hunt—what 
faith! And the reward, the abundant, eternal life that 
comes from knowing Christ, is in the discovery. 

Check out www.lookoutmag.com for more articles!
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3:1-2).  Although Christ lives in the carnal person’s life, 
the Holy Spirit is not allowed to direct it. Instead the 
person remains in control.

We can be continually empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
The abundant Christian life is the Christ-directed life by 
which Christ lives his life in and through us in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We can be �lled with the Holy 
Spirit only by faith, by trusting God to produce in us the 
fruitful life he promised.

If you �nd that you have retaken control of your life 
through sin – any de�nite act of disobedience – simply 
breathe spiritually (exhale the impure and inhale the 
pure). This important exercise will enable you to 
continue to experience Crist’s loving control in your life 
throughout each day.

Spiritual breathing is a lifelong process. How do we 
follow the command to “be �lled with the Spirit”  (Eph. 
5:18) and how does it a�ect our daily life? We can 
picture our life as being a car; when we invite Jesus 
Christ into our life, he comes in and takes the driver’s 
seat.  He is the best driver and he knows the way. 

But time and time again we think we know better, so 
we take back the wheel, we need to confess it and 
move over and let him have it back. “Because those 
who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” 

Exhale – confess all known sin.  “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Remember the 
three factors involved in confession: 1) Agree with God 
that you have sinned; 2) Thank God that he has already 
forgiven you; 3) Trust God to change your wrong 
attitudes and actions.

Inhale – claim by faith the fullness of the Spirit through: 
1) surrendering the control of your life to Christ and 2) 
trusting that he now directs and empowers you as you 
obey.

The Holy Spirit is our source of power.  As we trust Jesus 
Christ, God’s spirit will produce his character within us 
and empower us to be his witness.

The Elders Perspective
by paul hines

he Christian life isn’t a standard of perfor-
mance or a code of ethics, but vital personal 

relationship with a loving God. Just as our 
relationship with God is totally dependent on 

what God has done through Jesus Christ, so the 
power to live a dynamic Christian life also comes 
totally from God. Through our new identity in 
Christ, we have all we need to live as a new creation 
in Christ. But to do so, we must continually draw 
from the proper Source of power.

The Holy Spirit is the power source of the Christian 
life. The Holy Spirit is God which came to dwell in 
us, convict the world of sin and justice.

The Holy Spirit came to lead us into the truth, glori-
fy Christ, con�rms our relationship with God, and is 
the source of Christ like qualities in our life.

Not all Christians experience the Holy Spirit’s 
power. Although the Holy Spirit lives within all 
Christians, not all Christians are �lled or directed 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells 
us there are three kinds of people; the natural, spiri-
tual and carnal:

The natural person – those who have not trusted 
Christ’s death to pay for their sins and therefore, 
Christ does not live in them (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
The natural person directs his or her own life and 
sits in control.

The spiritual person – those who have trusted 
Christ as their Savior and are rusting in the Power of 
the Holy Spirit to live the Christian life. (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:15). The spiritual person has invited Christ 
into his or her life and has allowed him to take 
control through the Holy Spirit. This person there-
fore yields to Christ’s direction.

The carnal person – those who have trusted Christ 
to pay for their sins, but who are trusting their own 
e�orts to live the Christian life (carnal refers to 
“�esh or human strength” as opposed to “the 
Spirit”). A carnal Christian lives in the energy of the 
�esh, not in the power of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 

by Scott Ward

Roughin’ It 
A GUYS GUIDE

ou may have heard the saying “The only 
constant in life is change”, but by leaning on 

Christ we can weather and prosper through it!

Changes are constantly happening around us. Many 
times, they are small like the weather or sometimes 
signi�cant like what we are experiencing currently at 
Berean. We’ve been blessed for the last eleven years 
with Troy Humphrey, an excellent pastor, and his won-
derful family. It's impossible to say what the future 
holds for Berean, but one thing I know is that it will 
never be the same. In my home, we’ve also had a big 
change, welcoming a new family member nearly �ve 
months ago, and regardless of how you prepare and 
anticipate the birth of a child it still rocks the boat. I’m 
sure you have gone through many changes as well; 
marriages, births, departures, loss, sickness and mile-
stones.
 
The good news is we can take heart in knowing 
that while the world changes around us we 
have a steadfast rock to keep us 
grounded. I’m reminded of the song, “In 
Christ Alone” written by Keith Getty and 
Stewart Townsend. The �rst verse starts, “In 
Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my 
strength, my song. This Cornerstone, this solid 
ground, �rm through the �ercest drought and storm.”
 
This verse summarizes my thoughts perfectly. As believ-
ers, we can always rely on Christ to be the rock that we 
build our house on. Christ is a constant in our lives even 
though things may be turbulent around us. We are told 
this in Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” He is unwavering in our lives. He 
is the one we need to lean on when change rocks the 
boat. 

However, we shouldn’t seek to simply hunker down and 
take cover. Times of change always o�er great opportu-
nities that we should not run from. Instead we should 
push forward knowing that change cannot sway the 
stability of Christ. What then can we do when change is 
around the corner? 

Y
First, we can dive into the Word of God. Our understand-
ing of God’s Word helps guide us in both the di�cult 
changes we endure and the amazing changes we 
delight in. Through marriages, births, graduations, loss 
and su�ering the Word of God provides a fountain of 
wisdom and support. And we, as Bereans, should espe-
cially rejoice in reading and understanding the Word: 

“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by 
night to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into 
the synagogue of the Jews. Now these were more 
noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” 
(Acts 17:10-11) 

Second, we can reach out to God through prayer. In 
Philippians 4:6-7 Paul says, “Be anxious for noth-

ing, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 

comprehension, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Through prayer we can speak with the 
Father about our worries and troubles. We 

can lift praises to Him for the amazing things that 
have changed in our lives, and if we are still, we can feel 
His response.
  
Third, we can connect with each other for celebration 
and support. 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encour-
age one another and build up one another, just as you 
also are doing.”  And, Hebrews 10:24-25 says,  “and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 

Throughout the Bible we �nd words describing the 
importance of meeting together. The more often the 
better I would say. Change is all around us and constant-
ly a�ecting us, but if we rely on Christ, the Word, prayer 
and each other we can endure and celebrate through 
the changes this life brings us. 

“our

steadfast

rock
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he previous Journey of Joy article ended  with: 
“Celebrate life with a bounce in your step, keep 
that smile on your face and rejoice in your 

hearts for you are children of God!”  What does 
it mean to be a child of God?  Or, more speci�cal-

ly, what is my (our) new identity in Christ?  As I 
pondered and researched these questions, this is what 
God brought to mind; we are chosen, we are treasured 
and we are forgiven.  Let’s take a closer look at these 
and discover what God says about who we are.

First, we are chosen. First Peter 2:9 says, “But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for God’s own possession…”  When these words were 
originally written in Exodus and repeated in Deuteron-
omy, they were spoken for the nation of Israel, but by 
God’s design and through the sacri�ce of Christ, we 
have been grafted into this “holy nation” …. we are 
chosen!  In fact, not only are we chosen but in Ephe-
sians 1 we �nd that we have always been chosen: 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him 
before the foundation of the world, that we would be 
holy and blameless before Him”. 

The God of creation has always had a plan for YOUR 
salvation, He chose YOU.  Jesus, when speaking to His 
disciples in John 15:16 says: “You did not choose Me but 
I chose you,” and in verse 19: “…but because you are not 
of the world, but I chose you out of the world...”  Yes, we 
are included in that term “disciples” and, yes, He chose 
you out of the world.  

As the chosen of God, we are treasured by Him! I can 
say this with con�dent joy in my heart because it comes 
directly from God’s word in Deuteronomy 26:18:  “The 
Lord has today declared you to be His people, a 
treasured possession, as He promised you, and that you 
should keep all His commandments”.  We are loved 
beyond compare, without end and regardless of the life 

of
ourney
oyJ

we have led.  He treasures us whether we are in the 
depths of despair, weighted down with sin or walking 
successfully along the path He has laid out for us.  
Evidence that we are treasured by Him is found 
throughout the Bible where God repeatedly speaks of 
His great love for us.  One example is 1 John 3:1: “See 
how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that 
we would be called children of God; and such we are.” 

No matter where you are in your Spiritual life, have 
con�dence that you are loved and treasured by Him.  
Never allow the burdens of this broken world to drag 
you away from this truth.  Romans 8:38-39 tells us: “For I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  God’s love 
cannot be stolen or shifted away from us; it can’t be 
tainted by what we do, it is the solid ground that we can 
stand on through anything that comes our way.  That 
foundation of love sets us apart, it shines through us to 
the world around us. It draws the lost to us and gives us 
the opportunity to share that love with them. 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, I think the hardest thing for 
us to accept in this new life is that we are forgiven.  We 
believe our sins are too great and we hold onto the 
shame because we think it is what we deserve or we 
think that shame is the natural consequence for our 
actions.  This is not the life that God wants for us, Gala-
tians 5:13 says: “For you were called to freedom…” and 
again in verse 1 of the same chapter: “It was for freedom 
that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing �rm and 
do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery” (meaning 
sin’s slavery).  As believers, we are set free of the bonds 
of sin that the worldly su�er under.  

Do not mistake this though as a license to continue to 
do whatever you desire.  Our CHOICE is to believe and 
to give ourselves to the desires that our Father has 

by shelly ward
“In the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy” Psalm 63:7

established for us and leave behind the desires of this 
world.  By doing this we unlock the chains of sin and 
death; walking free.  When we hold on to our shame, we 
are telling God that His forgiveness isn’t big enough to 
cover us.  Let’s not forget that God, in an act of such 
great love for us and to secure our forgiveness, gave 
“His only begotten Son” over to be cruci�ed, to be the 
blood sacri�ce for our sancti�cation.  What greater 
evidence of His desire for us to walk free of sin could 
there be?  

Our identity in Christ has many more wonderful 
attributes and I encourage you to do your own study of 
this subject.  As you discover verses that speak to this 

identity, write them out, memorize them and ask God 
to remind you when you are at your lowest that you are 
chosen, you are treasured and you are forgiven!  The 
bad things of this world have no hold on us except 
what we give them, by reaching out to God and stand-
ing on His promises we can celebrate life with a bounce 
in our step, a smile on our face and rejoice in our hearts 
that we are children of God!  

As you do this, be ready to give an answer to those who 
see you living a life of joy and desire that life for them-
selves.  What better way could there be to introduce the 
unbeliever to the love of Christ and the salvation He 
o�ers?Continued on Page 6
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-
agement for now and in the future. 

Life Skills - Weekly, mandatory practical life skill classes. 
Ranging from budgeting, cooking, sewing, gardening, 

Bible study, healthy relationships, parenting, car main-
tenance and more.

Education - Help students with their educational needs 
necessary to become productive members of their 
community and break the cycle of poverty. Youth will 
be required to enroll in trade school, college, GED train-
ing, or job training in a particular area by the end of the 
third month living at the transitional home, as well as a 
full or part-time job, depending on educational goals.  
 
Service - Students will be involved in the community 

projects, and churches. By giving back and serving 
others, we strongly believe you can discover who you 
were uniquely created to be.

check out our website at www.j127ministry.com.

Mission Update

127 Ministry is a Christian-based orga-
nization to aid young people who have 

aged out of the foster care system, are 
orphaned or homeless due to lack of family. 

We are in the process of building a home in 
Durant, OK where we will provide a loving environment, 
focus on the individuals’ needs helping reinforce them 
in critical life skills, emotional support, spiritual growth, 
and education needs. By providing the right tools they 
will have a great chance of becoming successful as they 
transition into adulthood and become productive 
adults who will be able to break the cycle of poverty in 
every area of their lives. We will be able to help build 
their support system as they learn new coping tech-
niques, problem-solving skills, reach their educational 
goals, heal emotionally and grow spiritually.  We accom-
plish this by using 5 basic principles:  
 
Spiritually - Develop intentional relationships with God 

Support - Students will be matched up with three 
loving, caring, supportive, lifelong mentors that will 
walk side by side with their mentee to help them accom-
plish their educational goals and learn necessary life 

...

established for us and leave behind the desires of this 
world.  By doing this we unlock the chains of sin and 
death; walking free.  When we hold on to our shame, we 
are telling God that His forgiveness isn’t big enough to 
cover us.  Let’s not forget that God, in an act of such 
great love for us and to secure our forgiveness, gave 

evidence of His desire for us to walk free of sin could 
there be?  

Our identity in Christ has many more wonderful 
attributes and I encourage you to do your own study of 
this subject.  As you discover verses that speak to this 

identity, write them out, memorize them and ask God 
to remind you when you are at your lowest that you are 
chosen, you are treasured and you are forgiven!  The 
bad things of this world have no hold on us except 
what we give them, by reaching out to God and stand-
ing on His promises we can celebrate life with a bounce 
in our step, a smile on our face and rejoice in our hearts 
that we are children of God!  

As you do this, be ready to give an answer to those who 
see you living a life of joy and desire that life for them-
selves.  What better way could there be to introduce the 
unbeliever to the love of Christ and the salvation He 

Continued from Page 5 
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LET THERE BE LIGHT! 

Goodbyes are never easy...

The entire Humphrey clan in front of their iconic 
“house with the yellow door”

As you walk through the rooms and halls of Berean 
Christian Church you’ll notice that things are a bit 
brighter!  We recently converted our lighting from 
�ourescent bulbs to LED.  This will lower our electric 
bills and is much easier on the eyes!  If you would like to 
donate toward this project, please place your o�ering  
in an envelope and mark it “lighting”.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity! 

You may also notice (due to the new lighting) that the 
walls  and ceilings throughout the building de�nitely 
need a cleaning and a fresh coat of paint!  Watch for 
information on how you can help as we give the interi-
or a much needed “facelift”.

On August 18th, we said farewell to the Hum-
phrey family as they moved on to a new minis-
try in Durant, OK.  Troy has been our pastor for 
the last eleven years and we will certainly miss 
he and Stacy’s teachings and the way that they 
cared for the people of this community and 
this church body! 

Troy and Stacy have arrived safely in Durant 
and school has started for the kids!  Please 
continue to pray for them as they start this 
new chapter. 

If you would like to reach out to them, please 
contact the o�ce for their new address.

THE SEARCH BEGINS! 
The search for a new Pastor for Berean has begun. The 
Search Team has started reviewing applications and will 
continue to meet until a replacement has been found. 
What can you do? Please continue to be in prayer that:

1) God enlightens us to necessary changes in our lives 
and how we do things at Berean for His Kingdom; 2) the 
Lord is already preparing the right people and right 
plan for Berean; 3) pray and fast to earnestly seek God’s 
voice and show devotion to Him; 4) you will be ready to 
step into di�erent roles during this time of transition; 5) 
we will not be fearful; 6) we will be a force for uni�ca-
tion and growth and not take part in backbiting, 
division or distraction. Nothing harms the church more 
than dissension.
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esus prayed for several reasons but one of the 
biggest was given as an example of what our 

prayer life should be. What example does He set?

1. He prayed for others. We know this because  
children were brought to Him so He could place His 

hands on them and pray for them. We too need to pray 
for others.

2. Jesus prayed with others. Luke 9:28 reads, "[Jesus] 
took Peter, John and James with Him and went up onto 
a mountain to pray." As our perfect example Jesus knew 
the value of praying with others.

3. Jesus prayed alone. Luke 5:16 says, "Jesus withdrew 
to lonely places and prayed." As much as Jesus under-
stood the value of praying with and for others, He also 
understood the need to pray alone.

4. Jesus prayed in nature. What better place to com-
mune with our Creator than among the wonders of 
nature? Luke 6:12 says, "One of those days Jesus went 
out to a mountainside to pray ..." He could have gone to 
a home, a synagogue or the Temple. But there were 
times when Jesus made the decision to pray where He 
was, which often happened to be in nature.

5. Jesus prayed regularly. This insight is gleaned from 
Luke 5:16: "Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed." The word "often" is not hidden, but makes it 
obvious that Jesus prayed regularly.

By Russ Ward

Remember your commitment to pray for the church 
for at least two minutes each day for the following:

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
request be  made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” ~  Philippians 4:6-7

Pray for the relationship of the Body to God: that 
we would seek God �rst and grow in our love, 

our relationship and commitment to Him

Pray for our relationship to one another: that 
we would love one another always.

6. The prayers of Jesus were heartfelt. Jesus did not pray 
in a cold, distant manner but in heartfelt supplication, 
demonstrating empathy and a genuine love for God. 
This is seen clearly in John 17, where Jesus prays for 
Himself, His immediate disciples, and for all believers.

7. Jesus prayed based on His knowledge of God and His 
truths. The prayers of Jesus were based on God's 
revealed truths and, as such, were in line with a solid 
biblical worldview. In John 4:24 Jesus said, "God is 
spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in 
truth." Proper prayer requires us to have a truthful 
understanding of God and what He has revealed to us 
through His Word.

8. Jesus taught persistence in prayer. "Then Jesus told 
his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up" (Luke 18:1). We are not to 
pester God but be persistent,  waiting on God’s timing.

9. Jesus knew that not all his prayers would be 
answered as expected. This is a di�cult prayer lesson, 
but the fact is that not all our prayers are answered in 
ways we expect. God always knows best. Jesus knew 
this hard lesson as He cried out to God (Matt. 26:36-44). 
Three times Jesus prayed for God to allow an easier 
path, but Jesus knew, "Yet not as I will, but as You will".

So as we pray, remember the example of Jesus.  Pray for 
and with others, pray alone, pray in nature, pray regu-
larly, pray with your heart, pray in truth, be persistent in 
prayer and pray for God’s will. 



3:1-2).  Although Christ lives in the carnal person’s life, 
the Holy Spirit is not allowed to direct it. Instead the 
person remains in control.

We can be continually empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
The abundant Christian life is the Christ-directed life by 
which Christ lives his life in and through us in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We can be �lled with the Holy 
Spirit only by faith, by trusting God to produce in us the 
fruitful life he promised.

If you �nd that you have retaken control of your life 
through sin – any de�nite act of disobedience – simply 
breathe spiritually (exhale the impure and inhale the 
pure). This important exercise will enable you to 
continue to experience Crist’s loving control in your life 
throughout each day.

Spiritual breathing is a lifelong process. How do we 
follow the command to “be �lled with the Spirit”  (Eph. 
5:18) and how does it a�ect our daily life? We can 
picture our life as being a car; when we invite Jesus 
Christ into our life, he comes in and takes the driver’s 
seat.  He is the best driver and he knows the way. 

But time and time again we think we know better, so 
we take back the wheel, we need to confess it and 
move over and let him have it back. “Because those 
who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” 

Exhale – confess all known sin.  “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Remember the 
three factors involved in confession: 1) Agree with God 
that you have sinned; 2) Thank God that he has already 
forgiven you; 3) Trust God to change your wrong 
attitudes and actions.

Inhale – claim by faith the fullness of the Spirit through: 
1) surrendering the control of your life to Christ and 2) 
trusting that he now directs and empowers you as you 
obey.

The Holy Spirit is our source of power.  As we trust Jesus 
Christ, God’s spirit will produce his character within us 
and empower us to be his witness.

The Elders Perspective
by paul hines

he Christian life isn’t a standard of perfor-
mance or a code of ethics, but vital personal 

relationship with a loving God. Just as our 
relationship with God is totally dependent on 

what God has done through Jesus Christ, so the 
power to live a dynamic Christian life also comes 
totally from God. Through our new identity in 
Christ, we have all we need to live as a new creation 
in Christ. But to do so, we must continually draw 
from the proper Source of power.

The Holy Spirit is the power source of the Christian 
life. The Holy Spirit is God which came to dwell in 
us, convict the world of sin and justice.

The Holy Spirit came to lead us into the truth, glori-
fy Christ, con�rms our relationship with God, and is 
the source of Christ like qualities in our life.

Not all Christians experience the Holy Spirit’s 
power. Although the Holy Spirit lives within all 
Christians, not all Christians are �lled or directed 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells 
us there are three kinds of people; the natural, spiri-
tual and carnal:

The natural person – those who have not trusted 
Christ’s death to pay for their sins and therefore, 
Christ does not live in them (1 Corinthians 2:14). 
The natural person directs his or her own life and 
sits in control.

The spiritual person – those who have trusted 
Christ as their Savior and are rusting in the Power of 
the Holy Spirit to live the Christian life. (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:15). The spiritual person has invited Christ 
into his or her life and has allowed him to take 
control through the Holy Spirit. This person there-
fore yields to Christ’s direction.

The carnal person – those who have trusted Christ 
to pay for their sins, but who are trusting their own 
e�orts to live the Christian life (carnal refers to 
“�esh or human strength” as opposed to “the 
Spirit”). A carnal Christian lives in the energy of the 
�esh, not in the power of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 

by Scott Ward

Roughin’ It 
A GUYS GUIDE

ou may have heard the saying “The only 
constant in life is change”, but by leaning on 

Christ we can weather and prosper through it!

Changes are constantly happening around us. Many 
times, they are small like the weather or sometimes 
signi�cant like what we are experiencing currently at 
Berean. We’ve been blessed for the last eleven years 
with Troy Humphrey, an excellent pastor, and his won-
derful family. It's impossible to say what the future 
holds for Berean, but one thing I know is that it will 
never be the same. In my home, we’ve also had a big 
change, welcoming a new family member nearly �ve 
months ago, and regardless of how you prepare and 
anticipate the birth of a child it still rocks the boat. I’m 
sure you have gone through many changes as well; 
marriages, births, departures, loss, sickness and mile-
stones.
 
The good news is we can take heart in knowing 
that while the world changes around us we 
have a steadfast rock to keep us 
grounded. I’m reminded of the song, “In 
Christ Alone” written by Keith Getty and 
Stewart Townsend. The �rst verse starts, “In 
Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my 
strength, my song. This Cornerstone, this solid 
ground, �rm through the �ercest drought and storm.”
 
This verse summarizes my thoughts perfectly. As believ-
ers, we can always rely on Christ to be the rock that we 
build our house on. Christ is a constant in our lives even 
though things may be turbulent around us. We are told 
this in Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.” He is unwavering in our lives. He 
is the one we need to lean on when change rocks the 
boat. 

However, we shouldn’t seek to simply hunker down and 
take cover. Times of change always o�er great opportu-
nities that we should not run from. Instead we should 
push forward knowing that change cannot sway the 
stability of Christ. What then can we do when change is 
around the corner? 

Y
First, we can dive into the Word of God. Our understand-
ing of God’s Word helps guide us in both the di�cult 
changes we endure and the amazing changes we 
delight in. Through marriages, births, graduations, loss 
and su�ering the Word of God provides a fountain of 
wisdom and support. And we, as Bereans, should espe-
cially rejoice in reading and understanding the Word: 

“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by 
night to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into 
the synagogue of the Jews. Now these were more 
noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” 
(Acts 17:10-11) 

Second, we can reach out to God through prayer. In 
Philippians 4:6-7 Paul says, “Be anxious for noth-

ing, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 

comprehension, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Through prayer we can speak with the 
Father about our worries and troubles. We 

can lift praises to Him for the amazing things that 
have changed in our lives, and if we are still, we can feel 
His response.
  
Third, we can connect with each other for celebration 
and support. 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encour-
age one another and build up one another, just as you 
also are doing.”  And, Hebrews 10:24-25 says,  “and let us 
consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling togeth-
er, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near.” 

Throughout the Bible we �nd words describing the 
importance of meeting together. The more often the 
better I would say. Change is all around us and constant-
ly a�ecting us, but if we rely on Christ, the Word, prayer 
and each other we can endure and celebrate through 
the changes this life brings us. 
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emember the children’s poem, “Going on a 
Bear Hunt”? We learned it in camp or Vaca-

tion Bible School—an “echo” song with silly 
actions, where we followed the leader through tall 
grass and thick mud to �nd a bear . . . and then we 
ran back home to hide under the covers. Bear hunts 
were fun! 

Remember Hide and Seek? When my kids were 
young, they’d “hide” by just closing their eyes. If 
they couldn’t see me, then I couldn’t see them, they 
reasoned. There they’d stand, clearly visible, 
“hiding” in the middle of the hallway, with their 
eyes shut tight. They weren’t very hard to �nd. 
There’s something exciting about going on a 
hunt—about looking for a treasure. The thrill is in 
the hunt, and the reward is in the discovery. The 
apostle Paul knew this to be true—not just for 
children, but for followers of Christ. 

The Christian life entails a childlike faith, an exhila-
rating pursuit, a lasting treasure. Speaking about 
the Christians in Laodicea, Paul wrote to the church 
in Colos sae, “My goal is that they may be encour-
aged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 
2:2, 3). Paul’s greatest wish—for himself (Philippi-
ans 3:10) and for others—was to know Christ. Paul 
said that, more than anything, knowing Christ is a 
treasure hunt worth pursuing. 

How to Hunt

The thrill is in the hunt . . . and the reward is in the 
discovery. Seeking such a treasure—knowing 
Christ himself—will take every part of us: our 
heads, our hearts, and our hands. 

Search Out: A Mind to Know Christ 

My son Nathan has always been on a quest to know 
more. An academic by nature, Nathan has read 
more in his two decades of life than I have in my 
more-than-four. A junior at Ozark Christian College, 
Nathan reads theologians, desert fathers, philoso-
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Wednesday, September 11

6:45 am:  Appletime Prayer Breakfast, Davis-McCann Center
6:00 pm:  Appletime Gospel Sing, Appletime Stage
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11:00 am:  Apple Pie and Apple Butter Contest Judging, Murphysboro Event Center
5:30 pm:  Champion Apple Pie and Apple Butter Auction, Appletime Stage
5:30 pm:  Apple Pie Eating Contest, Appletime Stage

Friday, September 13

10:00 am – 1:00 pm:  Seniors Day
4:00 pm:  Children’s Pet and Hobby Parade, Walnut St. from 18th to 9th Streets
4:00 pm:  Arts & Crafts Music Jam w/Cherry and the Pit, Arts & Crafts area
6:00 pm:  Arts & Crafts Music Jam w/The Naas Brothers, Arts & Crafts area
7:00 pm:  Downstate Music Company, Appletime Stage

Saturday, September 14

7:00 am:  Appletime 5K Walk/Run and The Captain & Me Fun Run Registration, 13th & Walnut
8:00 am:  Appletime 5K Walk/Run, 11th & Walnut
8:30 am:  The Captain & Me Fun Run, Course TBA
11:00 am:  Appletime Grand Parade, Walnut St. from 21st to 7th Streets
1:00 pm:  Big Muddy Apple Obstacle Run Registration, Riverside Park
2:00 pm:  Arts & Crafts Music Jam w/ Sims & Roudybush
2:30 pm:  Big Muddy Apple Obstacle Run, Riverside Park
4:00 pm:  Arts & Crafts Music Jam w/ Brent Stewart
4:00 pm:  Drums @ Appletime, Murphysboro High School
5:00 pm:  Greta & Her Guitar, Appletime Stage
6:00 pm:  Appletime Fiddle & Banjo Contest, Liberty Theater
8:00 pm:  Prince & Princess Contest/Miss Apple Festival Scholarship Pageant, Middle School

phers, Bible commentators, and, most of all by far, 
the Bible. Having a mind to know Christ requires 
dedicated, disciplined Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. OCC has always taught “the Word of 
Christ in the Spirit of Christ,” and as Nathan searches 
out truth in the Bible, he searches out Christ 
himself. Day by day, Nathan learns more about the 
Christ he loves, and the thrill is in the hunt. As he 
“asks, seeks, and knocks,” he discovers that Jesus 
wants to give “so much more” than he can imagine 
(Luke 11:9-13). 

Of course, those of us who aren’t Bible college 
scholars can still search out Christ through his 
Word. Through diligent Bible study, we can know 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that 
are ours in Christ. Maybe it’s a daily Bible reading 
plan, or a long-term Scripture memory project, or 
journaling through a book of the Bible, prayerfully 
asking the Lord to reveal truth as we go. In whatev-
er method we seek to learn “the Word of Christ in 
the Spirit of Christ,” the thrill is in the hunt! 

Uncover: A Heart to Love Christ 

On our treasure hunt, we’ll uncover riches—unfath-
omable, untold treasures that are ours in Christ. 
What abundant life, what deep love, what insur-
mountable power, what inexpressible joy he has for 
us. The more we search out, the more we’ll uncover 
these eternal treasures. 

My middle daughter, Anne, has always been a 
kind-hearted, compassionate “feeler.” Anne’s 
strength is her heart, and she loves deeply. Anne 
doesn’t just “have friends.” She nurtures lasting 
relationships. In May, Anne graduated from high 
school, and for the past few months, I’ve been in a 
mom-panic, trying to cram important last lessons 
into her �nal few days at home. Can she do laun-
dry? Yes. Make her bed? Check. Follow a budget? 
Well, she knows how, at least. But while all those 
tasks certainly have a place, there’s only one thing 
she needs for true life: the person of Jesus Christ. 

More than anything, I want Anne’s strong heart to 
love Jesus. To cling to him, to love him, to know him 
as the most faithful friend, the sweetest Savior, the 

most loving Lord.  When we have hearts to love Christ, 
we will uncover the “full riches” found only in him. We’ll 
come to know Jesus, not because it’s the dutiful obliga-
tion of a Christian, but because we’re in a loving 
relationship with him. We’ll �nd that “whoever comes 
to [Jesus] will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in [him] will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). We’ll know 
that the truest, most lasting treasures— life, peace, joy, 
identity, satisfaction, purpose, and more—are found in 
Christ alone. 

Apply: Hands to Serve Like Christ 

A third step in our treasure hunt to know Christ is appli-
cation—not just hearing about Christ, or even experi-
encing his love, but putting his truth into practice. We 
never look more like Christ than when we serve, it’s the 
whole reason Jesus came (Mark 10:45) and we’ll never 
come to know him better than when we follow his 
example in service. 

My daughter, Molly, has hands to serve. As a young 
child, she carried out her household chores with 
diligence. In middle school, Molly spearheaded a book 
drive for our local Ronald McDonald House. Now as a 
high school student, she leads worship each week in 
her school’s Christian club and at church, and she men-
tors a group of 5th grade girls. Molly doesn’t just hear 
the words of Jesus. She puts them into practice, and 
the result is the treasure of knowing the wisdom of 
Christ (Matthew 7:24). 

Service—action—may be the most frequently for 
gotten aspect of the hunt. It’s easy enough to search 
out Christ with our minds, and to uncover his riches 
with our hearts, but applying his words with our hands 
is hard work. Serving like Christ requires perseverance, 
humility, and sacri�ce. Even though service requires a 
lot, the reward of knowing Jesus through it makes our 
labor light. 

But Why a Hunt? Treasure hunts are exciting, but some-
times . . . we’d rather not go on a hunt at all. Truthfully, 
at times, I’d prefer that the treasure just stand in plain 
sight, in the middle of the hallway, rather than having 
to look for it. When it comes to knowing Christ—to 
discovering the mystery of God in Jesus—why does it 
have to be a hunt at all? Wouldn’t it be easier if God 
would just reveal himself to us, rather than make us 
search for him? 

Answer: because faith comes in the pursuit. Faith is 
found in the hunt, and trust is built in the search. If all 
the answers were handed to us—if all the mysteries 
revealed—then faith wouldn’t be necessary . . . and 
faith is what pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 

Jesus said, “The one who believes has eternal life” (John 
6:47). In other words, the thrill is in the hunt—what 
faith! And the reward, the abundant, eternal life that 
comes from knowing Christ, is in the discovery. 

Check out www.lookoutmag.com for more articles!

Head, Heart and Hands

It’s all about UNITY!  Philippians 2:2 says: “make my joy 
complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the 
same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.” On 
October 6th, Fairview Christian Church, First Christian 
Church, Pleasant Hill Christian Church and Berean 
Christian Church will celebrate our unity of spirit with a 
picnic! In order to make this a time of fellowship and 
encouragement, we need YOU!  Serving God in this 
broken world can be di�cult and sometimes we 
become weary, come be refreshed with friends, food 
and a devotional! Russ Ward, elder at Berean, says: “We 
hope to make this the �rst of many cooperative events 
to encourage the church body and better serve the 
community of Murphysboro”.  Don’t miss it because 
only YOU can make it happen!

October 6th, 3:00 pm at Murphysboro Lake
“Concession Stand Pavillion”

BBQ and drinks are provided, bring a dish to share
Don’t forget your lawn chairs and yard games!
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Berean InformationHead, Heart and Hands
emember the children’s poem, “Going on a 

Bear Hunt”? We learned it in camp or Vaca-
tion Bible School—an “echo” song with silly 
actions, where we followed the leader through tall 
grass and thick mud to �nd a bear . . . and then we 
ran back home to hide under the covers. Bear hunts 
were fun! 

Remember Hide and Seek? When my kids were 
young, they’d “hide” by just closing their eyes. If 
they couldn’t see me, then I couldn’t see them, they 
reasoned. There they’d stand, clearly visible, 
“hiding” in the middle of the hallway, with their 
eyes shut tight. They weren’t very hard to �nd. 
There’s something exciting about going on a 
hunt—about looking for a treasure. The thrill is in 
the hunt, and the reward is in the discovery. The 
apostle Paul knew this to be true—not just for 
children, but for followers of Christ. 

The Christian life entails a childlike faith, an exhila-
rating pursuit, a lasting treasure. Speaking about 
the Christians in Laodicea, Paul wrote to the church 
in Colos sae, “My goal is that they may be encour-
aged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 
2:2, 3). Paul’s greatest wish—for himself (Philippi-
ans 3:10) and for others—was to know Christ. Paul 
said that, more than anything, knowing Christ is a 
treasure hunt worth pursuing. 

How to Hunt

The thrill is in the hunt . . . and the reward is in the 
discovery. Seeking such a treasure—knowing 
Christ himself—will take every part of us: our 
heads, our hearts, and our hands. 

Search Out: A Mind to Know Christ 

My son Nathan has always been on a quest to know 
more. An academic by nature, Nathan has read 
more in his two decades of life than I have in my 
more-than-four. A junior at Ozark Christian College, 
Nathan reads theologians, desert fathers, philoso-

phers, Bible commentators, and, most of all by far, 
the Bible. Having a mind to know Christ requires 
dedicated, disciplined Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. OCC has always taught “the Word of 
Christ in the Spirit of Christ,” and as Nathan searches 
out truth in the Bible, he searches out Christ 
himself. Day by day, Nathan learns more about the 
Christ he loves, and the thrill is in the hunt. As he 
“asks, seeks, and knocks,” he discovers that Jesus 
wants to give “so much more” than he can imagine 
(Luke 11:9-13). 

Of course, those of us who aren’t Bible college 
scholars can still search out Christ through his 
Word. Through diligent Bible study, we can know 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that 
are ours in Christ. Maybe it’s a daily Bible reading 
plan, or a long-term Scripture memory project, or 
journaling through a book of the Bible, prayerfully 
asking the Lord to reveal truth as we go. In whatev-
er method we seek to learn “the Word of Christ in 
the Spirit of Christ,” the thrill is in the hunt! 

Uncover: A Heart to Love Christ 

On our treasure hunt, we’ll uncover riches—unfath-
omable, untold treasures that are ours in Christ. 
What abundant life, what deep love, what insur-
mountable power, what inexpressible joy he has for 
us. The more we search out, the more we’ll uncover 
these eternal treasures. 

My middle daughter, Anne, has always been a 
kind-hearted, compassionate “feeler.” Anne’s 
strength is her heart, and she loves deeply. Anne 
doesn’t just “have friends.” She nurtures lasting 
relationships. In May, Anne graduated from high 
school, and for the past few months, I’ve been in a 
mom-panic, trying to cram important last lessons 
into her �nal few days at home. Can she do laun-
dry? Yes. Make her bed? Check. Follow a budget? 
Well, she knows how, at least. But while all those 
tasks certainly have a place, there’s only one thing 
she needs for true life: the person of Jesus Christ. 

More than anything, I want Anne’s strong heart to 
love Jesus. To cling to him, to love him, to know him 
as the most faithful friend, the sweetest Savior, the 
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Rmost loving Lord.  When we have hearts to love Christ, 
we will uncover the “full riches” found only in him. We’ll 
come to know Jesus, not because it’s the dutiful obliga-
tion of a Christian, but because we’re in a loving 
relationship with him. We’ll �nd that “whoever comes 
to [Jesus] will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in [him] will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). We’ll know 
that the truest, most lasting treasures— life, peace, joy, 
identity, satisfaction, purpose, and more—are found in 
Christ alone. 

Apply: Hands to Serve Like Christ 

A third step in our treasure hunt to know Christ is appli-
cation—not just hearing about Christ, or even experi-
encing his love, but putting his truth into practice. We 
never look more like Christ than when we serve, it’s the 
whole reason Jesus came (Mark 10:45) and we’ll never 
come to know him better than when we follow his 
example in service. 

My daughter, Molly, has hands to serve. As a young 
child, she carried out her household chores with 
diligence. In middle school, Molly spearheaded a book 
drive for our local Ronald McDonald House. Now as a 
high school student, she leads worship each week in 
her school’s Christian club and at church, and she men-
tors a group of 5th grade girls. Molly doesn’t just hear 
the words of Jesus. She puts them into practice, and 
the result is the treasure of knowing the wisdom of 
Christ (Matthew 7:24). 

Service—action—may be the most frequently for 
gotten aspect of the hunt. It’s easy enough to search 
out Christ with our minds, and to uncover his riches 
with our hearts, but applying his words with our hands 
is hard work. Serving like Christ requires perseverance, 
humility, and sacri�ce. Even though service requires a 
lot, the reward of knowing Jesus through it makes our 
labor light. 

But Why a Hunt? Treasure hunts are exciting, but some-
times . . . we’d rather not go on a hunt at all. Truthfully, 
at times, I’d prefer that the treasure just stand in plain 
sight, in the middle of the hallway, rather than having 
to look for it. When it comes to knowing Christ—to 
discovering the mystery of God in Jesus—why does it 
have to be a hunt at all? Wouldn’t it be easier if God 
would just reveal himself to us, rather than make us 
search for him? 

Answer: because faith comes in the pursuit. Faith is 
found in the hunt, and trust is built in the search. If all 
the answers were handed to us—if all the mysteries 
revealed—then faith wouldn’t be necessary . . . and 
faith is what pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 

Jesus said, “The one who believes has eternal life” (John 
6:47). In other words, the thrill is in the hunt—what 
faith! And the reward, the abundant, eternal life that 
comes from knowing Christ, is in the discovery. 

Check out www.lookoutmag.com for more articles!
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tion Bible School—an “echo” song with silly 
actions, where we followed the leader through tall 
grass and thick mud to �nd a bear . . . and then we 
ran back home to hide under the covers. Bear hunts 
were fun! 

Remember Hide and Seek? When my kids were 
young, they’d “hide” by just closing their eyes. If 
they couldn’t see me, then I couldn’t see them, they 
reasoned. There they’d stand, clearly visible, 
“hiding” in the middle of the hallway, with their 
eyes shut tight. They weren’t very hard to �nd. 
There’s something exciting about going on a 
hunt—about looking for a treasure. The thrill is in 
the hunt, and the reward is in the discovery. The 
apostle Paul knew this to be true—not just for 
children, but for followers of Christ. 

The Christian life entails a childlike faith, an exhila-
rating pursuit, a lasting treasure. Speaking about 
the Christians in Laodicea, Paul wrote to the church 
in Colos sae, “My goal is that they may be encour-
aged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 
2:2, 3). Paul’s greatest wish—for himself (Philippi-
ans 3:10) and for others—was to know Christ. Paul 
said that, more than anything, knowing Christ is a 
treasure hunt worth pursuing. 

How to Hunt

The thrill is in the hunt . . . and the reward is in the 
discovery. Seeking such a treasure—knowing 
Christ himself—will take every part of us: our 
heads, our hearts, and our hands. 

Search Out: A Mind to Know Christ 

My son Nathan has always been on a quest to know 
more. An academic by nature, Nathan has read 
more in his two decades of life than I have in my 
more-than-four. A junior at Ozark Christian College, 
Nathan reads theologians, desert fathers, philoso-
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phers, Bible commentators, and, most of all by far, 
the Bible. Having a mind to know Christ requires 
dedicated, disciplined Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. OCC has always taught “the Word of 
Christ in the Spirit of Christ,” and as Nathan searches 
out truth in the Bible, he searches out Christ 
himself. Day by day, Nathan learns more about the 
Christ he loves, and the thrill is in the hunt. As he 
“asks, seeks, and knocks,” he discovers that Jesus 
wants to give “so much more” than he can imagine 
(Luke 11:9-13). 

Of course, those of us who aren’t Bible college 
scholars can still search out Christ through his 
Word. Through diligent Bible study, we can know 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that 
are ours in Christ. Maybe it’s a daily Bible reading 
plan, or a long-term Scripture memory project, or 
journaling through a book of the Bible, prayerfully 
asking the Lord to reveal truth as we go. In whatev-
er method we seek to learn “the Word of Christ in 
the Spirit of Christ,” the thrill is in the hunt! 

Uncover: A Heart to Love Christ 

On our treasure hunt, we’ll uncover riches—unfath-
omable, untold treasures that are ours in Christ. 
What abundant life, what deep love, what insur-
mountable power, what inexpressible joy he has for 
us. The more we search out, the more we’ll uncover 
these eternal treasures. 

My middle daughter, Anne, has always been a 
kind-hearted, compassionate “feeler.” Anne’s 
strength is her heart, and she loves deeply. Anne 
doesn’t just “have friends.” She nurtures lasting 
relationships. In May, Anne graduated from high 
school, and for the past few months, I’ve been in a 
mom-panic, trying to cram important last lessons 
into her �nal few days at home. Can she do laun-
dry? Yes. Make her bed? Check. Follow a budget? 
Well, she knows how, at least. But while all those 
tasks certainly have a place, there’s only one thing 
she needs for true life: the person of Jesus Christ. 

More than anything, I want Anne’s strong heart to 
love Jesus. To cling to him, to love him, to know him 
as the most faithful friend, the sweetest Savior, the 

most loving Lord.  When we have hearts to love Christ, 
we will uncover the “full riches” found only in him. We’ll 
come to know Jesus, not because it’s the dutiful obliga-
tion of a Christian, but because we’re in a loving 
relationship with him. We’ll �nd that “whoever comes 
to [Jesus] will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in [him] will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). We’ll know 
that the truest, most lasting treasures— life, peace, joy, 
identity, satisfaction, purpose, and more—are found in 
Christ alone. 

Apply: Hands to Serve Like Christ 

A third step in our treasure hunt to know Christ is appli-
cation—not just hearing about Christ, or even experi-
encing his love, but putting his truth into practice. We 
never look more like Christ than when we serve, it’s the 
whole reason Jesus came (Mark 10:45) and we’ll never 
come to know him better than when we follow his 
example in service. 

My daughter, Molly, has hands to serve. As a young 
child, she carried out her household chores with 
diligence. In middle school, Molly spearheaded a book 
drive for our local Ronald McDonald House. Now as a 
high school student, she leads worship each week in 
her school’s Christian club and at church, and she men-
tors a group of 5th grade girls. Molly doesn’t just hear 
the words of Jesus. She puts them into practice, and 
the result is the treasure of knowing the wisdom of 
Christ (Matthew 7:24). 

Service—action—may be the most frequently for 
gotten aspect of the hunt. It’s easy enough to search 
out Christ with our minds, and to uncover his riches 
with our hearts, but applying his words with our hands 
is hard work. Serving like Christ requires perseverance, 
humility, and sacri�ce. Even though service requires a 
lot, the reward of knowing Jesus through it makes our 
labor light. 

But Why a Hunt? Treasure hunts are exciting, but some-
times . . . we’d rather not go on a hunt at all. Truthfully, 
at times, I’d prefer that the treasure just stand in plain 
sight, in the middle of the hallway, rather than having 
to look for it. When it comes to knowing Christ—to 
discovering the mystery of God in Jesus—why does it 
have to be a hunt at all? Wouldn’t it be easier if God 
would just reveal himself to us, rather than make us 
search for him? 

Answer: because faith comes in the pursuit. Faith is 
found in the hunt, and trust is built in the search. If all 
the answers were handed to us—if all the mysteries 
revealed—then faith wouldn’t be necessary . . . and 
faith is what pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 

Jesus said, “The one who believes has eternal life” (John 
6:47). In other words, the thrill is in the hunt—what 
faith! And the reward, the abundant, eternal life that 
comes from knowing Christ, is in the discovery. 
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emember the children’s poem, “Going on a 

Bear Hunt”? We learned it in camp or Vaca-
tion Bible School—an “echo” song with silly 
actions, where we followed the leader through tall 
grass and thick mud to �nd a bear . . . and then we 
ran back home to hide under the covers. Bear hunts 
were fun! 

Remember Hide and Seek? When my kids were 
young, they’d “hide” by just closing their eyes. If 
they couldn’t see me, then I couldn’t see them, they 
reasoned. There they’d stand, clearly visible, 
“hiding” in the middle of the hallway, with their 
eyes shut tight. They weren’t very hard to �nd. 
There’s something exciting about going on a 
hunt—about looking for a treasure. The thrill is in 
the hunt, and the reward is in the discovery. The 
apostle Paul knew this to be true—not just for 
children, but for followers of Christ. 

The Christian life entails a childlike faith, an exhila-
rating pursuit, a lasting treasure. Speaking about 
the Christians in Laodicea, Paul wrote to the church 
in Colos sae, “My goal is that they may be encour-
aged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in 
order that they may know the mystery of God, 
namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 
2:2, 3). Paul’s greatest wish—for himself (Philippi-
ans 3:10) and for others—was to know Christ. Paul 
said that, more than anything, knowing Christ is a 
treasure hunt worth pursuing. 

How to Hunt

The thrill is in the hunt . . . and the reward is in the 
discovery. Seeking such a treasure—knowing 
Christ himself—will take every part of us: our 
heads, our hearts, and our hands. 

Search Out: A Mind to Know Christ 

My son Nathan has always been on a quest to know 
more. An academic by nature, Nathan has read 
more in his two decades of life than I have in my 
more-than-four. A junior at Ozark Christian College, 
Nathan reads theologians, desert fathers, philoso-

phers, Bible commentators, and, most of all by far, 
the Bible. Having a mind to know Christ requires 
dedicated, disciplined Bible study and Scripture 
memorization. OCC has always taught “the Word of 
Christ in the Spirit of Christ,” and as Nathan searches 
out truth in the Bible, he searches out Christ 
himself. Day by day, Nathan learns more about the 
Christ he loves, and the thrill is in the hunt. As he 
“asks, seeks, and knocks,” he discovers that Jesus 
wants to give “so much more” than he can imagine 
(Luke 11:9-13). 

Of course, those of us who aren’t Bible college 
scholars can still search out Christ through his 
Word. Through diligent Bible study, we can know 
“all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that 
are ours in Christ. Maybe it’s a daily Bible reading 
plan, or a long-term Scripture memory project, or 
journaling through a book of the Bible, prayerfully 
asking the Lord to reveal truth as we go. In whatev-
er method we seek to learn “the Word of Christ in 
the Spirit of Christ,” the thrill is in the hunt! 

Uncover: A Heart to Love Christ 

On our treasure hunt, we’ll uncover riches—unfath-
omable, untold treasures that are ours in Christ. 
What abundant life, what deep love, what insur-
mountable power, what inexpressible joy he has for 
us. The more we search out, the more we’ll uncover 
these eternal treasures. 

My middle daughter, Anne, has always been a 
kind-hearted, compassionate “feeler.” Anne’s 
strength is her heart, and she loves deeply. Anne 
doesn’t just “have friends.” She nurtures lasting 
relationships. In May, Anne graduated from high 
school, and for the past few months, I’ve been in a 
mom-panic, trying to cram important last lessons 
into her �nal few days at home. Can she do laun-
dry? Yes. Make her bed? Check. Follow a budget? 
Well, she knows how, at least. But while all those 
tasks certainly have a place, there’s only one thing 
she needs for true life: the person of Jesus Christ. 

More than anything, I want Anne’s strong heart to 
love Jesus. To cling to him, to love him, to know him 
as the most faithful friend, the sweetest Savior, the 
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Rmost loving Lord.  When we have hearts to love Christ, 
we will uncover the “full riches” found only in him. We’ll 
come to know Jesus, not because it’s the dutiful obliga-
tion of a Christian, but because we’re in a loving 
relationship with him. We’ll �nd that “whoever comes 
to [Jesus] will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in [him] will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). We’ll know 
that the truest, most lasting treasures— life, peace, joy, 
identity, satisfaction, purpose, and more—are found in 
Christ alone. 

Apply: Hands to Serve Like Christ 

A third step in our treasure hunt to know Christ is appli-
cation—not just hearing about Christ, or even experi-
encing his love, but putting his truth into practice. We 
never look more like Christ than when we serve, it’s the 
whole reason Jesus came (Mark 10:45) and we’ll never 
come to know him better than when we follow his 
example in service. 

My daughter, Molly, has hands to serve. As a young 
child, she carried out her household chores with 
diligence. In middle school, Molly spearheaded a book 
drive for our local Ronald McDonald House. Now as a 
high school student, she leads worship each week in 
her school’s Christian club and at church, and she men-
tors a group of 5th grade girls. Molly doesn’t just hear 
the words of Jesus. She puts them into practice, and 
the result is the treasure of knowing the wisdom of 
Christ (Matthew 7:24). 

Service—action—may be the most frequently for 
gotten aspect of the hunt. It’s easy enough to search 
out Christ with our minds, and to uncover his riches 
with our hearts, but applying his words with our hands 
is hard work. Serving like Christ requires perseverance, 
humility, and sacri�ce. Even though service requires a 
lot, the reward of knowing Jesus through it makes our 
labor light. 

But Why a Hunt? Treasure hunts are exciting, but some-
times . . . we’d rather not go on a hunt at all. Truthfully, 
at times, I’d prefer that the treasure just stand in plain 
sight, in the middle of the hallway, rather than having 
to look for it. When it comes to knowing Christ—to 
discovering the mystery of God in Jesus—why does it 
have to be a hunt at all? Wouldn’t it be easier if God 
would just reveal himself to us, rather than make us 
search for him? 

Answer: because faith comes in the pursuit. Faith is 
found in the hunt, and trust is built in the search. If all 
the answers were handed to us—if all the mysteries 
revealed—then faith wouldn’t be necessary . . . and 
faith is what pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). 

Jesus said, “The one who believes has eternal life” (John 
6:47). In other words, the thrill is in the hunt—what 
faith! And the reward, the abundant, eternal life that 
comes from knowing Christ, is in the discovery. 

Check out www.lookoutmag.com for more articles!
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At Berean, we hope that as a member, regular attendee or 
as a visitor that you feel closer to God through our worship 
services, ministry opportunities and fellowship.  

Our goal is to connect with God, with each other and with 
our community. 

If you ever have any questions about connecting or how 
to take part in any of the ministry teams please contact 
the friendly church sta�, the elders or a member. 

The Berean Christian Church  - Connect 

Editor - Shelly Ward
Layout - Russ Ward 

The Berean Christian Church - Connect is a quarter-
ly magazine produced, edited and published by the 
sta� and volunteers of Berean Christian Church. 

Features and articles are completed by sta� mem-
bers, current members or attendees of Berean 
Christian Church and all articles published or 
photographs used in the creation of this publica-
tion are for the use of Berean Christian Church only. 

If you have any questions, comments or wish to 
submit an article for consideration, regarding 
Connect please write to Berean Christian Church - 
PO Box 492 Murphysboro, Illinois 62966. 
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Your Ministry Staff

Deacons
Mark Berger 618.521.7187
Ben Campos 618.713.3956
Dan Mann 618.303.5091
Lee Marks 618.525.2319
Lucas Olson 618.559.6421
Jerod Tarrants 618.967.0401
Scott Ward 618.303.5139
Craig Whistle 618.559.7454

O�ce Hours
9:30 - Noon  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

Elders
Mike Austin  618.889.1932
Chris Grode 618.559.2123
Paul Hines   618.713.6644
Chris Naegele 618.924.9961
Jim Siefert  618.521.8314
Russ Ward              618.201.1534

a quarterly publication of berean christian church ~ connecting with God, church and community Fall 2019

& Holding
fun, food, fellowship “Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.”  Psalm 95:2  

Contact Pat and Glenda
Sullivan for information on 

upcoming events!

Join the “senior” crowd for fun, fellowship and great food!
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1530 illinois ave
murphysboro, il 62966

berean christian church is located at the corner of illinois ave. and 16th st. in murphysboro. come connect with us.  

www.bereanconnect.com




